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A New Life
On April 25, 2021 I had the most difficult, 

overwhelming and joyful experience of my life … 
I became a mother for the first time.  Camilla was 
born at 11:49 p.m. … but a new mother and new 
father were also born.  

The first days after delivery upon leaving the 
hospital were really complicated for me.  I was very 
tired from so many 
hours of labor 
and pain.  
People often 
speak about 
the famous 
“p o s t p a r t u m 
depression”, but 
you never think it can 
happen to you.  And 
instead finding myself 
with the most precious 
gift that life could give 
me, I was crying over 
the most insignificant 
things, I couldn’t enjoy 
my baby, though I loved 
her with all my being.  
And I didn’t know why. 

And it was in that moment that I experienced 
the tenderness of God who was in the gestures of 
all the people close to me.  It was in my mother’s 
love who took care of my needs and taught me 
the most beautiful art, that of being a mother.  It 
was in the apprehension of my husband who took 

care of everything I needed.  It was in the closeness 
of my father and brother who with small gestures 
accompanied my days.  And it was in the continuing 
support my cousins and aunts and uncles gave 
me; whether near or far.  They let me know of their 
closeness and love.

In thinking about my experience, I find myself 
in many of Pope Francis’ words, when proclaiming 
the Year of the Family Amoris Laetitia, he dwelt on 
the “educational value” of the nuclear family:  

“Sincere communion can be experienced in 
family when it is a house 
of prayer, when affections 
are serious, deep and pure, 
when forgiveness prevails 
over discord, when the daily 
harshness of living is softened 
by mutual tenderness and by 
serene adherence to God’s will.  
In this way, the family is open 
to the joy God gives to all who 
know how to give with joy.”

And now that I am a 
mother, it is precisely these 
values that I would like to pass 
on to my daughter so that she 

may grow in prayer, love, respect of herself and 
others, so that she will be kind and helpful and 
above all that she will forgive and give love without 
measure. 

Debora Brunetti
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At 1:00 p.m. (Rome time) on October 11, 2021, 
the seminar on leadership and administration 
formation began its first online session with 40 
Adorers and 35 CPPS Missionaries in attendance.   

The seminar began as an initiative of the 
General Administration in collaboration with the 
general curia of the CPPS Missionaries to respond 
to the 2017 GA Acts: promote participative 
leadership inviting all to place their gifts at the 
service of the whole; we work as partners with many 
others in co-responsibility for mission. 

And the recommendation to evaluate the 
possibility of closer collaboration with the CPPS for 
the programs offered by CIS.

The Seminar’s theme is New Blood for the 
world: the call to become spirit-filled leaders in an 
emerging world. 

It’s objective is precisely the Formation of 
leaders in light of the spirituality of the Precious 
Blood, in the spirit of St. Gaspar’s and St. Maria 
De Mattias’ charism.  It includes our brothers and 
sisters from different sectors of mission and from 
various parts of the world, from East to West and 
North to South who are already or will be engaged 
in the service of organization and leadership.  

The seminar aims to promote values such as 
ongoing formation, interculturality, interaction 
among members of the two Congregations, a 
complementary approach to the spirituality of 
the Blood of Christ, growth in spiritual identity, 
and an opportunity for wider formation.  

The activity lasts for 12 days divided into 
4 online modules of three afternoons a month 
through the end of January 2022.  

The main themes will stem from the 
development of the program title “New Blood for 
the world”:

- The call to become a leader
- Leadership
- Spirit-filled leadership
- In an emerging world,
through a participative, experiential and 

systematic methodology.  It invites the participants 
to revisit how they exercise their leadership role 
at their ministry places and improve the quality 
of their leadership rather than acquire theoretic 

skills.  The facilitators are a team of members of the 
international group Faith and Praxis: Emili Turù, 
FMS, Framces Heery and Lissy Sebastian, RNDM.  
Faith and Praxis is an international organization 
formed by religious men and women who 
accompany different congregations in formation 
processes for leadership ministry for Mission in 
the Church.     

A ministry as challenging as that of leadership 
requires that we learn more and more to respond 
with a heart rooted in the spirituality of the Blood 
of Christ.  Several times in recent documents, Pope 
Francis has referred to the importance of ongoing 
formation, especially in this time defined as one of 
epochal change.  

We wish everyone a time of grace and growth 
in order to respond to the signs of the times, in 
the newness of the Spirit, with the heart of Christ, 
on the path opened by our Founders.

Sr. Maria Grazia Boccamazzo, ASC 

Seminar for Leadership Formation

Adoratrici del Sangue di Cristo / Adorers of the Blood of Christ

General Administration Space
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The Special Day
It was a special day because we were 

celebrating the feast of Mary, the Woman of the 
New Covenant. The “Yes” of this Woman provided 
an opportunity for God to bring a savior to the 
world to save us. This Woman deserves the title 
“Woman of the New Covenant because she 
accepted God’s plan of our salvation to be fulfilled 
through her. The blood of Jesus her son which 
she gave him is the Blood of the New Covenant. 

It was a special day because we started our 
Postulancy. With enthusiasm we move forward 
so that, as Mary did, we too may answer yes to 
the Lord. We thank the Congregation for giving 
us the best formation so as to be good servants of 
Christ, while we continue to live according to the 
Charism and Spirituality of the Congregation. The 
ritual of being welcomed into the Congregation 
as the Postulants began at 18:00. 

Sr. Lucina John the Regional Superior, 
gave explanation of this important day in our 
Congregation. She invited us to love Mary, 
“Woman of the New Covenant”, and rely on her 
in our daily life. Father Henry Nila presided at 

the Mass which followed the ritual. We thank Sr. 
Lucina the Regional Superior and her Council to 
welcome us to commence the postulant stage. 
We thank God for the gift of call. Through the 
intercession of Mary, the Woman of the New 
Covenant and of St. Maria De Mattias, may God 
give us his grace to respond “Yes” to the Lord 
every day. 

Postulants, Tanzania
Anitha Justus, Adventina Experius, Juster Martin,

Sesilia Raimond, Witness Vicent
and Maria Emanuel

Continental Area: Africa
Region of Tanzania

SMDM Jewels
My journey is full of failures. I have a lot of 

hardships but I am still blessed. In my life all I want 
is to reach my happiness and success. I dream to 
become a professional educator someday and 
part of my stepping stone is being a servant of 
God and being a part of SMDM Jewels.

I am Joyce Ann 18 years old. I was 9 years old 
when I joined the SMDM Jewels.  The purpose 
of Jewels is to study, learn, and live the Words of 
God. The Adorers of the Blood of Christ gave us an 
opportunity to develop our spiritual health and 
to make our lives greater. They help us to grow 
and to learn the importance of God in our lives. In 
my 9 years of being a Jewels I realized that every 
single day of my life I was able to be strong and 
kind. I can say that my life was full of hardships 
but because Jewel taught me the right things I 
learned to fight my battles with prayers. We have 

a lot of activities in our group besides studying 
the word of God, we the Seniors of Jewels have an 
activity to teach children around 7 to 11 years old. 
It was fun for us because despite the pandemic 
we are still able to share our knowledge about 
God. It is also my way to improve my teaching 
skills and leadership as I dream to become an 
educator. We also have dancing and singing 
activities, thanksgiving events and ect. Jewels 
has also become at service in San Lorenzo Ruiz 
Parish. Some of the Jewels members joined the 
Parish Youth Ministry while the others joined 
the Parish Choir. We also grow and learn by the 
help of these activities. We are still too young to 
wonder about life in reality. That is why we fail 
most of the time but with the care of the Adorers 
of the Blood of Christ they guide us to the right 
path.

Continental Area: Asia
Foundation of the Philippines

From the ASC World
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When my mother died 6 years ago I thought 
that my life was useless. I thought that I cannot 
continue life because my mother is gone. I asked 
God why I needed to suffer,  I was angry at Him 
because it really hurts me. But I have no choice 
but to continue living. At first it was hard for me, 
but with the guidance of my SMDM Family I found 
another reason to live. I realized that God gave 
us battles not to give up but to fight and use as 
a motivation to continue life despite hardships. 
Life is not about suffering but about enjoying life, 
embracing self, helping one another to grow, and 
having faith in the Almighty. 

SMDM Jewels has become significant in my 
life. It is a part of my life that I don’t want to be 

deprived of. It is one of my reasons to pursue my 
dream. I promised myself that when I am able to 
help, I will help to raise future Jewels as Adorers 
of the Blood of Christ raised us.

Being Jewels is not about responsibility that 
we need to take but it is also building friendship, 
family, love, and happiness. I am grateful to God 
because I am chosen to become part of the 
Jewels and I will forever cherish these moments. 

I will take this opportunity to give thanks 
to the Foundation Heart/ Hand of St. Maria De 
Mattias for helping and supporting me to pursue 
my dreams. It was a pleasure for me to become 
part of your charity. The Adorers of the Blood 
of Christ never failed to raise us like your own 
children. Thank you for making us stronger and 
for enlightening us. SMDM Jewels will make you 
proud. Love never fails.

Joyce, 
St. Maria De Mattias Jewels Philippines

The Adorers of the River of Mercy Thank God and Sr. Serafina
- My God, it is impossible!
- I can’t believe my eyes!
These and other similar expressions were 

said by those who saw the people involved in the 
disaster or who learned of the unusual accident 
that occurred in front of our Precious Blood 
Convent on October 15, 2021.  It was the day we 
were celebrating the feast of Sr. Serafina, which 
falls on October 21.  I will tell the story briefly.  
We have a Spin car that is very useful for many 
jobs.  Our driver, who has been working for us for 
about a decade, had gone on vacation and we 
had a young woman fill in who had previously 
done this work for us.  

This woman, whom I will call Catarina, helps 
us with various chores around the house and 
also helps sometimes when I have computer 

problems.  
One recent morning she came into my room 

asking me to pray for a need of hers.  Catarina is a 
non-Catholic, but I entrusted her to our Venerable 
Sr. Serafina, asking her intercession for this friend.   

The day afterwards was the day when this 
inexplicable event happened.  I am telling this 
story so that our love and devotion to Venerable 
Sr. Serafina will increase among us.  Catarina left 
with the car at 1:00 p.m. to run an errand.

After the door-man opened the car door for 
her to get out -no one knows how it happened 
- the car sped across the street, stopping with a 
big noise at the opposite sidewalk.  The street I 
am talking about, Venida Constantino Nery, is a 
four-lane street with constant traffic, especially at 
that time of day.   

Continental Area: the Americas
Region of Manaus

From the ASC World
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I will describe the graces we received:  
1- Seeing the stunning flight of the car, a bus 

filled with passengers coming from the opposite 
direction miraculously stopped in time without 
being touched by our car; 

2- A lady on the sidwalk with her young 
daughter stopped and was not touched by the 
car; 

3- Our car stopped without doing any 
damage to the large building across the street 
from our convent.

4- Catarina was unharmed, while the 
underside of the car needs to be fixed.  

Due to the loud noise, people ran to help the 
driver who had suffered high blood pressure.  

We thanked our dear Venerable Sister Serafina 
on the 21st.  Catarina came to visit me the other 
day just to ask me to thank Sister Serafina for her. 

An automotive expert told us it was a true 
miracle.  The accident could have caused many 
deaths and we would have had to pay damages 
to the many people because we were clearly at 
fault.  

Sr. Marilia Menezes, ASC

Be a Blessing
Each day we receive blessings and can give 

blessings. They are like the air around us. We 
breathe in blessings as we realize that we are 
blessed and the world around us is a blessed 
place. And then we breathe out our received 
blessings to others. 

What does being a blessing look like? It looks 
like the many ways we find each day to reach out 
to others with a smile, a kind word, a good deed. 
The “Be a Blessing Garden” project is one of those 
good deeds that connects an unlikely group 
of people. It is an opportunity created by the 
Adorers and the parishes of St. Patrick in Ruma, 
and St. John in Red Bud, both in the state of 
Illinois. It consists of those who plant the seeds, 
starting the seedlings that will grow to be turnip 
greens, collard greens, tomatoes and cucumbers. 
Those plants are then planted in the garden 
at the Ruma convent by volunteers from the 
two parishes. After weeks 
of tending garden, 
they take boxes of 
fresh produce 
to Cosgrove’s 
Kitchen in East 
St. Louis, Illinois, 
every week. 

This is one 
way to be a 
blessing. Being a 
blessing can happen 

in so many ways. It can happen as we come to 
the table with each other and listen to the person 
sitting next to us. It means lifting up each other 
and all the people and situations of our world 
before our God, asking that we might receive and 
give the blessings our world needs.

There are so many unknowns in our world, 
so many differences of opinions and beliefs: 
people who believe in conflict, people who just 
want peace, people who want things a certain 
way, people who want what is best for all, people 
who believe controversy is the best way to 
move forward. There are people who struggle to 
have basic necessities, people caught in unjust 
situations. We might not be able to solve the 
problems in our world, but we are called to be a 
blessing. 

During this harvest season, we can take 
time to realize the blessings that have come 

into our lives and 
find ways to share 

them with others. 
Be a blessing 
and bring a 
compassionate 

presence to our 
world.

Sr. Barbara Hudock, ASC 

Continental Area: the Americas
USA Region

From the ASC World
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The Gift of Gratitude

As I began thinking about November, 
gratitude was the word that kept coming to mind.  

Gratitude that I could use that as a theme 
to weave through these thoughts, since I had 
already been reflecting on gratitude for many 
months. Leaving the mission in Crownpoint, New 
Mexico, in July gave me an opportunity to reflect 
with gratitude on 14 years that I was honored to 
minister as a public health nurse among the Diné 
or Navajo People and learn so much from them, 
from Sister Maureen Farrar, and the creation 
around me.  

I feel that I grew professionally, spiritually, 
personally and as an Adorer during those years 
in mission. The journey has been truly amazing. 
I was also grateful to spend time with the sisters 
in Wichita, Kansas, and Columbia, Pennsylvania, 
after I left New Mexico, and reconnect since it 
had been several years since I’d made an actual 
in-person visit. 

I enjoyed at least saying hello and sharing a 
few stories. Then upon arrival in St. Louis, gratitude 
appeared again as sisters and coworkers have all 
been so welcoming and patient as I began new 
ministries and living in the city, and getting lost 
several times those first weeks. 

I felt gratitude again as I helped in October 
at the Ruma Center accompanying sisters and 
coworkers. I am grateful for the one-on-one 
conversations on Clementine Hall. It is always 
good to connect with stories and wisdom and 
a few laughs. It is a privilege to hear the sisters 
reflect on their times in mission, the joy of many 
journeys with others and with God.  

One that really touched my heart was a 
journey with Sister Ann Fearday, ASC as she chose 
to shave her head instead of watching her hair 
come out little by little from cancer treatment. 
It is a time I will cherish, to be witness to her 
courage and faith. And it was the first time I had 
even touched a razor. (Ann was doubly brave!!) 

This thread of gratitude was summed up well 
by Sister Leona Luechtefeld, ASC who calls it “the 
attitude of gratitude.” Leona told me you cannot 
just be grateful for everything, you must name 
things specifically. So as November is the month 
of gratitude and thanksgiving, let us all have this 
attitude in mind.

Ahé hee’ (thank you in Diné)
Sr. Michelle Woodruff, ASC

Continental Area: the Americas
USA Region

From the ASC World
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Well-Being in School

This response to a concrete need of our time 
has been a great opportunity for our area.  This is 
the “Well-being at School” project at the Precious 
Blood Institute in Bari.  It is a psychological 
and pedagogical team made available to the 
scholastic community by our Institute, animated 
by its tireless attention to the human.  It also 
serves the entire capital of Puglia, where the 
Adorers have been involved in education for 
almost a century.  

Last October 13, during a press conference, 
the PBI administration in the persons of the 
Leadership team of the Institute, Sr. Giuseppina 
Fragasso, Sister Francesca Palamà and Professor 
Angelamaria Garofalo, introduced the project and 
the members of the team and listening center.  
The presence at the event of representatives 
from other Institutes in the area underscored the 
fruitful interweaving of the life of the Institute 
with the entire surrounding social fabric, as well 
the important contribution the community of 
the Adorers of the Blood of Christ represents 
for the human growth of the city of Bari.  The 
Ombudsman of the rights of minors, children and 
adolescents of the Puglia Region, Dr. Ludovico 
Abbaticchio, was present, as were the Councilor 
for Public Instruction of the Municipality of Bari, 
Paola Romano, and the President of the CISM 
Catholic Parochial Schools of Puglia, Father Luigi 
Gaetani.  

“Well-being at School” was created in 
the scholastic environment to support the 
educational community, the students and 
families in the natural path of formation and 
growth, which is threatened today and greatly 
weakened by the pandemic.  Its purpose is 
that of responding to new family and relational 
challenges of the children, emphasized by the 
isolation imposed by the pandemic situation 
that recently marked the whole of society.  

Psychological and pedagogical support – 
explained during the presentation – aims to 
support and re-establish that psychological 
wellbeing necessary for educational and didactic 
success of each student.  There are many, too 
many, critical issues impacting the children 
and teens following the consequences of the 
pandemic.  But not only that, restlessness being 
in groups, excessive use of smartphones and 
computers are only some of the obstacles to be 
overcome.  The school is aware of the urgent 
need of expert help in order not to just navigate 
by sight, but to know exactly where to take the 
right steps and be a reference point for parents 
who are often disoriented and ask to be educated 
in parenting.   

Conceived some time ago and strongly 
desired by the administration of our Institute 
in Bari, the psychological-pedagogical team 
is made up of high-quality local professionals: 
Dr. Giacoma Panzarino, pedagogue, Dr. Chiara 
Leuci, psychologist, Dr. Francesca Gioieni, 
psychotherapist, Dr. Caterina Pucci, psychomotor 
therapist, and Sr. Liana Campanelii, teacher of 
justice education and graduate in psychology.  

At the end of the meeting, Sister Francesca 
Palamà recalled how at the heart of the 
commitment of the Precious Blood Institute there 
has been the constant overall wellbeing of the 
person, pursued with unceasing competence and 
care.  This year the Precious Blood Institute chose 
to enrich the educational offerings for children 
3 to 5 years of age with the project “Playing is 
a serious matter!”, a pedagogical process and 
attention to the growth and wellbeing of the 
child, which includes workshops of psychomotor 
activities, roller skating and learning English, and 
aims to foster the harmonious and complete 
psycho-physical development of the children.  

Continental Area: Europe
Region of Italy

A psychological-pedagogical team to support students, families and teachers was formed

From the ASC World
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The Power of Listening

Last November 18 at the national 
headquarters of USMI (Italian Major Women 
Superiors Union) on Via Zanardelli in Rome, 
Sister Emma Zordan enriched the formation 
course for novices with her testimony.  There 
were about forty present in the main hall and 
many others connected remotely.  Sr. Emma has 
been volunteering for more than seven years 
at the Roman prison, offering creative writing 
workshops.  She recounted the path that led her 
to the Rebibbia Prison.  Her restlessness, courage 

and strength she found after passing through 
the prison gates and the many other opened and 
closed bars before she got to the penal section 
where she would carry out her volunteer work.   

For several years she had been living in 
Latina where she was in charge of the St. Gaspar 
community of 29 elderly sisters, but each 
Saturday morning at eight she was unfailingly 
there at Rebibbia, with packets for her detainee 
friends.  She openly says it to the sisters who were 
carefully listening:  “That is now my family!”  And 
in truth she is friend, mother and sister to many 
inmates.  Even a small gesture like bringing them 
some candy has great meaning for them.  It is like 
a caress of the soul.

This was confirmed by the other protagonist 
at the USMI meeting: Carmine C., a prisoner 
on probation after 16 years in various penal 
institutions.  She was among the first to meet the 
Religious volunteer at Rebibbia and to collaborate 
with her.  It was precisely the discussion between 
the two, at times intense, other times playful, 
that allowed those present to “experience” the 
harshness of prison life and how important it is 
to have the presence of someone from “outside” 
who knows how to listen, and show affection, 
attention and hope.    

Continental Area: Europe
Region of Italy

Aware that “staying close” is a mission to be 
built day by day, the Precious Blood Institute 
of Bari has also thought of a human-spiritual 
training program for families in order to enter 
into the daily lives of the parents engaged in the 

educational challenge, made even more complex 
by recent events and in general by a society in 
continuous and rapid evolution.  Inspired by 
the Global Educational Pact promoted by Pope 
Francis, the first step toward a restart that is able 
to “guarantee access to quality education to 
everyone that be worthy of the dignity of every 
person, ”is the “PBI Space.”  This is the title of the 
program proposed by the Institute to all families 
who would like to take part in it.  It is a response 
to the men and women desiring encounter, 
dialogue and discussion among diversities.

 
Marilina Pesce

From the ASC World
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The instrument of this process was S. 
Emma’s “creative writing workshop.”  In her talk, 
she retraced the stages of this work, recalling 
the titles of the books that have gathered the 
testimonies of the inmates.  She then went on 
to present the book “Not Everyone Knows … the 
Voice of Rebibbia’s Inmates” which was the other 
reason for the meeting.   

The book offers some testimonies of the 
inmates on hope, gathered before and during the 
pandemic.  Journalist Roberto Monteforte, who 
collaborated with Sister Emma in the realization 
of the book, explained the reason for this choice.  
“The testimonies are offered to those outside 
the bars, to common people who are considered 
“free” and yet who are too often prisoners of 
their own prejudices that make them incapable 
of accepting.  On this point, lawyer Antonella 
Pacifico, also involved by Sr. Emma in the “prison 
writing workshop” project, intervenes. She 
does so by recalling the “fear of the aftermath” 
expressed by many inmates. “Worrying is the 
violence outside the prison, made up of prejudice 
and precautions.  So is the punishment you never 
finish serving because, she underlines by quoting 
from one of the book’s testimonies,” the stigma 
of a prisoner is imprinted like an indelible brand 
on your skin.”  Why shouldn’t the sentence ever 
end?  Why should the innocent family of the one 
serving the sentence pay as well?  How does one 
deal with the aftermath?  Once out, what will be 
the social reintegration of the inmate?  The theme 
is present in every part of the world and involves 
the novices who came to Rome from every part 
of the world.  

The strong testimony is an appeal launched 
by Sister Emma.  “We are too few.  Come to give 
your faith witness in serving inmates. “ How many 
rosaries they ask me for!” she added.  And I invite 
them to pray the Our Father.”  Because you can 
evangelize in this way as well: offering a listening 
ear and friendship.  The testimony of Carmine 
was moving.  She recounted her dialogue with 
the Crucified Lord during nights of loneliness in 
her cell.  “I pray to him, we talk, I confide in him, 
we argue….”  

Sister Rosanna Costantini, in charge of the 
formation area of USMI, had already emphasized 
this at the beginning of the meeting.  Mission 

today is offering witness in concrete life, in love 
for the least, as Pope Francis taught us when 
he celebrated his first Holy Thursday not at the 
Vatican but in Casal de Marmo juvenile prison, 
washing the feet of the young inmates.  This is 
the outgoing Church serving the excluded.  Some 
assured that they would ask the mother general 
of their own Congregation for the opportunity to 
follow the path indicated by Sister Emma.  

That’s when a testimony touches the heart!  
One might say that one goal has been reached. 
But the hardest thing remains: touching the 
hearts of those accustomed to pre-judging 
without compassion and helping them discover 
fraternity.  This is the purpose of the book 
Not everyone knows … – helping  people to 
understand and know so that we can all be more 
human. 

Roberto Monteforte

From the ASC World
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Fall Formation Meetings
The Sisters Adorers of the Blood of Christ of 

the Wrocław Region attended the fall formation 
days at the Motherhouse of Bolesławiec October 
15-17 and 18-20, 2021.  The meeting was led by 
Father Stanislaw Jarosz, Pauline priest and prior 
of Our Lady of Victory in Brdów.  HIs conferences, 
introductions to meditations and homilies were 
organized on the formation theme for the 2021-
2021 academic year, “Those who see us, see 
Christ.”

Together with Father Stanislao we 
rediscovered the gift of life, marveled at the gift 
of vocation and discovered the gift of personal 
holiness.  On the path to holiness we have been 
taught to forgive ourselves and others.  All this 
was presented in a simple, illustrative, biblical 
and profound way.

The content conveyed and heard was not 
just the erudition, reading or knowledge of the 
leader.  We heard a priest who loves God, listens 
to His Word and lives it, who perceives his own sin 
– he said of himself: I am a sinner – and especially 
feels he is a son whom God always loves.

The search for holiness was 
presented like the image of a very 
stable chair with three legs: the 
Word of God from which faith 
flows: the liturgy – the action of 
the Holy Spirit who enables us 
to receive God’s grace; and the 
religious community – which 
“shows” my conversion.  Being 
converted is beginning to think 
differently than before.  

According to Father 
Stanislao, a religious community 
is there to unmask my sin so 
that the mystery of death and resurrection be 
accomplished in us.  The religious community is 
the mirror of my weaknesses, defects and sins.  
After many years of having the vows, we again 
learn to live in community and for community.  A 
religious community is a place of forgiveness and 
forgiveness is nothing other than taking upon 

ourselves the sins of others.
Father suggested to us to again invite Mary 

into this reality of community, as we are now, 
and together with her (in renewed awareness) do 
our domestic chores and travel the paths of our 
apostolate.  We also learned to look at the cross 
of Jesus – our Spouse.  Father said, “A person 
without a cross cannot know Christ crucified.”  In 
our fall formation course, we also heard the truth 
about why we are sometimes afraid of our cross.  
It is the devil who is scaring us with the cross....  
“You will suffer, you will be sick, look at how they 
use you in this community, congregation, in your 
workplace….“  

This is the time of beautiful Polish autumn – 
the golden colors of the leaves, the rays of autumn 
sun, the gift of sisterhood, personal listening 
to the obvious and known truths proclaimed, 
the meeting with a priest who witnesses his 
experience of God’s love, and especially the 
immensity of God’s grace enfolding us.

Sr. Gabriela Janikula, ASC

Continental Area: Europe
Region of Wroclaw

From the ASC World
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The Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns ends its Study Guide on Fratelli Tutti with the 
consideration of Pope Francis’ belief that religions can benefit the cause of fraternity in both Church 
and society.  He says, “we, the believers of the different religions, know that our witness to God 
benefits our societies.  The effort to seek God with a sincere heart, provided it is never sullied by 
ideological or self-serving aims, helps us recognize one another as traveling companions, truly 
brothers and sisters (#274).”  

The innate dignity of each human being as a child of God is something which cannot be forgotten 
or lessened.   It is part of the “DNA” that connects us to God and to each other.  Religions of the world 
speak to this dignity and encourage followers to live according to the “Golden Rule,” according to the 
tradition:  love God, love others as you love yourself.”

Maria De Mattias knew this truth “in her bones.”  For her, each person was “worth the Blood of 
Christ.”  Our Constitution reminds us that “our love for one another in community is our primary 
apostolic witness.“ Article 9, Chapter 2 continues: “From our local community we reach out in love, 
interest and prayer to all other Adorers throughout the world, as well as to our families from whom 
we have been separated by the gospel call of Christ.  We share joyfully with all God’s people the 
love that bonds us together in the Lord, a love expressed in a ministry that frees them to grow in 
communion with others.”  This love begins at home and spreads to the corners of the earth, an ever-
widening circle of love and communion. 

Community is a call to communion, to union with, to an understanding of the one essence that 
unites us all and all of creation.  The “red cord” that binds us together is the same that unites us to all.  
The question, then, for us to ponder as we seek to live into the call of Fratelli Tutti is 

“How does my call to covenant relationship with God and others take flesh each day as I walk the way 
with those around me and with the earth?

What/how might I be being called to change in my relationships that will help bring about “that 
beautiful order of things?

What will I choose to do about it?” 

Sr. Toni Longo, ASC

FRATELLI TUTTI - Chapter 8
JPIC/VIVAT Space

Religions at the Service of Fraternity in Our World
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General Administration Calendar
November 5, 10, 12, 17: Sr Wiesława was involved 
with Lectio Divina with the 1st-year novices
November 18: Inter-Assembly Congress session
November 19 – December 17: Sr. Nadia, Sr. Matija, 
Sr. Wiesława and Sr. Monica are in Tanzania for the 
canonical visitation to the Region.

Religious professions
December 3, 2021

Celebration of perpetual vows – Wrocław, Poland Region 
Sr. Tatiana Studentowa 

OUR BEST WISHES AND PRAYERS

Birthdays: Let’s Celebrate Life

40th birthday
Sr. Catherine Mary Isthaky 11/11/1981     India
Sr. Flor Manga  11/24/1981     Philippines
70th birthday
Sr. Mariamma Kunnackal 11/13/1951      India
Sr. Kornelija Bosankić 11/15/1951      Zagreb
Sr. Elżbieta Bukis  11/29/1951      Wrocław

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER
40th birthday
Sr. Snježana Pavlović 12/15/1981     Zagreb
Sr. Beata Płowaś  12/23/1981     Wrocław
50th birthday
Sr. Bincy Marottikudy 12/07/1971     India
Sr. Renata Vukadin  12/16/1971     Zagreb
70th birthday
Sr. Janja Pujić  12/01/1951      Zagreb
Sr. Rozarija Ćurić  12/13/1951      Zagreb
Sr. Štefica Kezić  12/26/1951      Zagreb
Sr. Josipa Draguljić  12/30/1951      Zagreb
80th birthday
Sr. Emma Zordan  12/05/1941      Italy 
Sr. Maria Biasini  12/09/1941      Italy
Sr. Elizabeth Ann  12/12/1941     USA
Sr. Stephanie Heskamp 12/17/1941      USA

10/26/2021 Sr. Georgia Kampwerth USA

10/29/2021 Sr. Leonija Mila Ćuković Zagreb

10/30/2021 Sr. Amalia Fiasco   Italy

11/12/2021 Sr. Lea Dominkovic   Zagreb

11/19/2021 Sr. Teresa Capobianco Italy

80th birthday
Sr. Verena Bürki  11/09/1941     Schaan
90th birthday
Sr. Jeannine Bahr  11/09/1931      USA
Sr. Olivia Massaccesi  11/15/1931      Italy

90th birthday
Sr. Elizabeth Kolmer  12/11/1931     USA
Sr. Michaeline Ryan  12/19/1931      USA
Sr. Anne Irose   12/23/1931      USA
Sr Stella Rita Benetti  12/28/1931      Italy

In the Congregation
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They have returned 
to their Heavenly 

Home


